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The Role of Personal Media in Communications for Coastal Resources
Management in Baan Sammakki, Bang Khun Sai Sub-District,
Ban Laem District, Petchaburi Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) the situation of coastal resources management
in Baan Sammakki, Bang Khun Sai Sub-district, Ban Laem District, Petchaburi Province; (2) the
communications process for coastal resources management in the village; (s) the role of personal media
in that communication; and (+) recommendations for improving the communications process for coastal
resources management in the village. This was a qualitative research. The s key informants, chosen
through purposive sampling, consisted of community leaders, representatives of the tambon
administrative organization, representatives of government agencies, and representatives of local
residents. Data were collected using an in-depth interview form and analyzed using descriptive
analysis. The results showed that 1) The situation of coastal resources management in the study area
could be divided into 4 chronological periods: the time when there were rich resources, the time of
competition over resources, the time of the establishment of a marine natural resource conservation
group, and the time of expanding communications to outside the village. 2 ) The process of
communications for coastal resources management consisted of (1) message senders and message
receivers in the community, i.e. core leaders, villagers, and local administrative organization officials;
and message senders and message receivers outside the community, i.e. Department of Marine and
Coastal Resources officials, and the general public. () Communications content focused mainly on
shared problems and coastal resources management issues in the community. () Communications
channels were both formal and informal. Within the community, communications were direct (both
vertical and horizontal), ceremonial, two-way and participatory. Outside the community,
communications were both one-way and two-way. Knowledge management communication consisted
of coastal resource management topics and exchange of information for coastal resources management.
3) The community leaders who acted as personal media in the communications had credibility,
modernity, knowledge, and environmental consciousness, and were activists and knowledge managers
within the community. 4) The communications process for coastal resources management in the study
area could be improved by following the participatory development paradigm.

Keywords: Resources management communication, Participatory communication
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